12.2023

5

LR

,'.'I"' oo HERE @
DX (A=

R T e SR N ’ )) )\ Voo e e %
. %'-'-'-'-'-'-'---—N’\'A/\/‘\/\\ AW N ". Y/ / www.ktd.gov.hk [a]g5%

. o B m— —

(B

THRES 7 Sk F pyre

Kai Tak Provides Second Home to

Government Flying Service Helicopters
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t the tip of the former Kai Tak Airport
Runway right next to the Kai Tak
Cruise Terminal is the Kai Tak Division

of the Government Flying Service (GFS),
which began operation in June 2022.

The GFS provides round-the-clock emergency
flying services such as search and rescue,
casualty evacuation, law enforcement
support and firefighting operations, as well
as support for different government
departments.

Equipped with a fleet of fixed-wing aircraft
and helicopters, the GFS is headquartered at
the Hong Kong International Airport in
Chek Lap Kok since 1998. After conducting
an assessment on the helicopter flight
impact on the Tung Chung new town
extension, it was found that there was
significant mutual influence on one of the
primary flight routes used in marginal
weather conditions by GFS helicopters for
emergency response callouts and the
high-rise housing developments in the

new town and along the northern coastline
of Lantau Island. To maintain the integrity,
effectiveness and efficiency of emergency
response services under all weather
conditions, a forward base was called
for in another location.
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The Civil Engineering and Development
Department subsequently carried out a feasibility
study and identified Kai Tak as the most suitable
location for the new helicopter base among other
locations identified, giving due consideration to
important factors including aviation safety,
impact on the residents, the environment

and accessibility.

With an area of approximately 7,400 m?,

this helicopter base comprises a take-off and
landing helipad, two parking pads with associated
protection areas, a hangar to accommodate two
helicopters and associated maintenance facilities
and an office building housing the air command
and control centre and flight planning centre. The
construction works commenced in November 2018
and were substantially completed in August 2021.
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The helicopter base was also planned to be able to
meet the operational needs of both the GFS and
future commercially operated cross-boundary
heliport to maximise the use of waterfront
land resources and create synergy with
the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal next
door to enhance tourism in
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The base has an architectural and landscape
design that is compatible with the adjacent
Kai Tak Cruise Terminal.

Since the base is exposed to strong sunlight and
subjected to intensive glare during sunset, it was
designed with aluminium cladding with softened
corners and a curtain wall with enhanced
shading effect.

e The hangar space was designed to allow for
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natural ventilation so that air-conditioning is
not required.

Roof light tunnels are extensively used to
redirect natural sunlight for indoor illumination
to save energy.

The green roof over the hangar and the office
building maximises the greening area and
reduces heat gain. It is prominently visible from
the viewing platform of the Kai Tak Cruise
Terminal and to helicopter operators and
passengers.
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For further information, please contact the Kai Tak Office.
Address: 8/F, South Tower, West Kowloon Government Offices,

TE Tel (852) 3106 3432
f&H Fax (852) 2739 0076
BT e-mail  ktd@cedd.gov.hk

11 Hoi Ting Road, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon, Hong Kong
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Station G

Promenade and the adjacent Tsui Ping

Seaside in Kwun Tong quickly became a
favourite hangout for children and adults alike.
With an area of 1.8 hectare, the Cha Kwo Ling
Promenade consists of the landscaped deck on the
roof floor of the Kwun Tong Sewage Pumping
Station and the adjacent waterfront area.

O pened on 24 August 2023, the Cha Kwo Ling

Initially, the Drainage Services Department (DSD)
was tasked with implementing enhancement works O O
for the pumping station to cater for the future
development of Kwun Tong. During the consultation Y o @ 4 Ve
process, the DSD discovered that the public wanted
more recreational space, especially play facilities for
children. Therefore, in addition to building an
underground balancing facility to enhance the
effectiveness of sewage treatment, the DSD also
embarked on a creative project — the “Deck Park”.
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The DSD invited the Playright Children’s Play
Association to be the play consultant of the

project and offer its views on the design of the
play facilities. The two went on to organise various
public engagement activities including a design
workshop called “PlaySpace Dream Catchers”,

which inspired the theme of “Playful Nature”.

Besides the thoughtfully designed “Deck Park”,

a pavilion, landscaped areas, lawns, fitness

equipment and plenty of other recreational and

leisure facilities like picnic areas have been

incorporated in the Promenade. The waterfront

area is also designated as an Inclusive Park
for Pets.
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Meanwhile, a cross-river walkway has been
created as part of the Tsui Ping Seaside, linking
Kwun Tong and Cha Kwo Ling on the waterfront
to significantly improve the connectivity of the
entire community and the continuity of the
waterfront public space.

The Kwun Tong Pumping Station once caused
“not in my backyard” sentiments among
residents living in the vicinity. Today, the

“Deck Park” became one of Hong Kong’s very
popular playgrounds. The project not only
followed the government’s “single site, multiple
uses” model, but also fully realised the people-
centred vision of the Kai Tak Development. The
hard work and dedication of the DSD also made
it possible for the promenade to open several
years before the original plan.



