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Connecting Kowloon East
Environmentally Friendly
Linkage System

m Kowloon East,
encompassing the dynamic
new Kai Tak Development,
Kwun Tong and Kowloon
Bay districts, is set to
become an essential central
business district (CBD)
under a transformation
announced by Government
in the 2011-12 Policy
Address. This CBD in
Kowloon East will provide
the opportunity to
regenerate communities,
integrate leisure and
business activities, and
provide approximately 5.4
million square metres of
office space, roughly double
the office space currently
available in Central.

Reliable, efficient,
comfortable and green
connections within Kowloon
East and with the rest of
Hong Kong are essential to
make this ambitious vision a
reality. An environmentally
friendly linkage system
(EFLS) will form the
backbone of a multi-modal
linkage system that will
serve Kowloon East.

The initial feasibility study
suggested that the best
option for the EFLS is an
elevated 9km monorail
system with 12 stations
running from the MTR
Kowloon Bay Station via Kai
Tak’s Station Square, where
it will interchange with the
future Shatin to Central
Link’s Kai Tak Station, and

RERREESEEE
Artist’s impression of the proposed
Kwun Tong Transportation Link

: then along the former

. runway before crossing the

: Kwun Tong Typhoon Shelter
- (KTTS) and terminating

. at the MTR Kwun Tong

. Station.

. Public consultation

- Following the initial

. feasibility study, the

- Civil Engineering and

: Development Department
- (CEDD) conducted the

- Stage 1 of a two-stage public
. consultation from February
- to October 2012, featuring

. aseries of meetings

- with statutory bodies,

. professional institutes,

. transport operators and

. interested groups. Two

. public engagement

- workshops were also held to
. gauge public views on the

. EFLS proposal. The views

. and suggestions received

- revealed overall support
- for strengthening the

- transport connections of
- Kowloon East.

- The Stage 2 public

. consultation is now

- underway, running for

: around three months

- starting from 28 October

¢ 2013. This stage will sum

. up and respond to three

. key areas of interest that
emerged from the Stage

: 1 public consultation,

¢ including the need for

. an elevated rail-based

. EFLS, the alignment and
coverage of the system,

. and the implications for the
: KTTS. Views on conducting
. aproposed detailed

: feasibility study will also be
- sought before full project

. implementation is initiated.

: Aseries of events are

© being held for the Stage

: 2, including consultations

- with Kwun Tong District

. Council and Wong Tai

© Sin District Council on

: 5 November, Kowloon

. City District Council on 7
November, and a public

: forum on 7 December. More
: consultations are also being
. arranged with professional

- institutes, transport

. operators and other

: interested groups. Members
. of the public can also email,
. fax, telephone or post their
. views and suggestions until
. 4 February 2014.
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. The need for
an elevated

: Kowloon East is a diverse

- area of old and new. Large

. parts are served only by an

. increasingly congested road
network, while the MTR skirts
- around the northwestern

- periphery. To create a vibrant :
and coherent CBD, the whole :
. area needs to be very well

: connected, both internally

. and with the rest of

: Hong Kong. An elevated

- monorail can provide high-
quality connections that will
- act as a catalyst fora CBD to
- flourish.

At ground level, further

: scope for development

- and extension of existing

- transport options is limited
. due to lack of space. The

: roads of Kwun Tong and

- Kowloon Bay are already

. too busy and introducing

rail-based EFLS :

9:30am
BiEE

Kwun Tong Road

6:00pm
oy BEE

4¥ Kwun Tong Road

. other modes of road-based
: transportation, like a ground-
- level tram or light rail system

would severely aggravate
traffic congestion. Building

: the EFLS underground would
- be prohibitively expensive

: and would also conflict with
- major existing and planned

: underground facilities in

the area.

The elevated monorail
option would be independent

- of ground level traffic

- congestion to guarantee an

- efficient and reliable service.
- The supporting structures are
: farless intrusive than other

© raised transport options.

And the interchange with

. the elevated MTR Kowloon

: Bay and Kwun Tong Stations

: would also be much easier
: and more convenient.

- With spectacular views of

: Victoria Harbour from a high

: position, a futuristic monorail
- is likely to become a tourist

. attraction in its own right

. and an iconic element of the

- district’s branding and visual

: identity. Over the long term, it
- will be a core transport system
. providing the intra-district
connectivity to support the

- regeneration of Kowloon

. East into a dynamic business,
- leisure and tourism centre for
. the benefit of all Hong Kong.
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: Preferred Alignment

C— BREERGES

EFLS Alignment

EFLS Alternative Alignment

O BREEFHHEN s

- RO 7Y

Shatin to Central Link
under Construction
BEERE

Kai Tak Development Area
hEEHEE

Kowloon Bay Business Area
BREEMER

Kwun Tong Business Area
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. Alignment and
. coverage

- Inresponse to the Stage 1

- public consultation, the

. proposed locations of two

. EFLS stations have been

: refined to avoid overlapping
. MTR service catchment

- areas and enhance public

- access to the commercial

. developments at Kowloon

* Bay.

. Recent Stage 2 public

. consultation with three

: District Councils revealed
- concern and diverging

. views about the proposed
. combination and moving

R

Kaifak Station s”

E
Station‘Square
Station

N

E=gNV e
Metro Park
Station

BREE
O Richland Gardens
Station

: EFLS Station BEEHE
C sman “'/Q’im%iﬁ O Kai Cheung Road
c HEER " To Kwa Wan Station Station

N MTR Kwun Tong Line

Kowloon Bay
. Business Area
Station

Station
iR N
Runway Precinct
Station

EERTSIA,
Cruise Terminal
Station

. of the station at the public

. estate to Richland Gardens

: Station. To address this, the
. proposed detailed feasibility
- study will consider the best

. positioning of the stations

© with a view to serving more

+ local residents by expanding
. the service catchment areas
. to cover Richland Gardens,

. Kai Ching Estate, Tak Long

: Estate and Kai Yip Estate.

. There are two possible

. options for the final leg

: of the route to MTR Kwun
- Tong Station via Hoi Yuen
: Road or King Yip Street.

- Both will also be looked at
. in the proposed detailed

- feasibility study.

. The proposed Kwun Tong

. Transportation Link —a

: monorail cum pedestrian

- bridge and cycle track

- over the typhoon shelter -
- remains preferred to the

. alternative Taxiway Bridge
- route. It will provide a

. direct link that will create

. synergies for “Kai Tak

. Fantasy” at the runway tip,
help to balance interchange
: traffic between the MTR

: Kwun Tong and Kowloon

. Bay Stations. It also

. will not impact planned

NEEHE R

EE

Hoi Bun Road

B RS
MTR Kowloon Bay
o)Xk}
| e,

Station

Kowloon Bay
Terminus

B B R U,
MTR Kwun Tong
Station
© BEL
Kwun Tong
Terminus

~ 2R
BEEE «®
Kwun Tong Ferry:
Pier Station

BiEEEs

Kwun Tong

: Transportation Link

f developments in old south

- apron, and will keep both

: Hoi Yuen Road and King Yip
. Street as viable alignment

: options.

. Opportunities for enlarging
. coverage of the EFLS to

. adjoining older districts,
including To Kwa Wan,

- Kowloon City and

- San Po Kong, have been

. explored, but will not be

. recommended due to

- concerns about the noise

- and visual implications in

. residential areas, privacy

. issues, and inadequate road
: space to accommodate

- the supporting structures.

. Connectivity improvements
. for these districts need to

* be considered with a wider
- perspective that takes

- account of the various

. options available in a multi-
: modal transport system.

- The possibility of building

- in flexibility for future

- expansion of the EFLS

. into these districts when

- development conditions

. are appropriate will be

. considered in the proposed
: detailed feasibility study.
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Implications for the Kwun Tong

Typhoon Shelter

There are clear public aspirations for the KTTS to be put to
better use for the benefit of the wider community, with water
sports, boating and a more pleasant vista all suggested. There
are also implications for tall vessels that use the shelter, as
the proposed Kwun Tong Transportation Link would limit
headroom clearance. The proposed detailed feasibility study
will explore ways to release the water body for co-use with
other commercial activities and investigate the need for

. Before a decision is made

- on the proposed EFLS, we

. recommend conducting

. adetailed feasibility

. study to provide a more

- in-depth study of certain

. critical issues, including

. the technical design of

. stations and depots, the

- choice of operating system,
: operation and maintenance

alternative sheltered space for the displaced vessels.

requirements,

the preliminary
environmental impact
assessment, ways to
improve the financial
efficacy of the project,
project implementation
strategy, as well as
more detailed capital
cost estimates and
financial assessments.
The flexibility for future
expansion of the EFLS
network, enhancement
of the multi-modal
connectivity of Kowloon
East with neighbouring
areas before and after
the EFLS implementation,
better use of the water
body at Kai Tak, and
concerns about the loss
of sheltered spaces for
tall vessels will also be
explored.O

5
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Spectacular Cruise Terminal Park
Opens to the Public
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ClEr

BRTA

Viewing Platform gl e H Nestled on the roof of the iconic new

= _.-‘,! Kai Tak Cruise Terminal Building and with magnificent
G T Ao (ot views over Victoria Harbour, the Kai Tak Cruise
e oy ol Terminal Park opened on 18 October 2013 to give

Hong Kong'’s public a unique space to enjoy the open
air and stunning cityscapes. The park is open from
7am to 11pm daily and occupies an area of

23 000 square metres featuring a spacious central
lawn, a dedicated viewing platform, a peaceful water
garden, an eye-catching fountain plaza and more. O

KETEE
Water Garden

LrEREHES
Harbour view from
the Park

AR E I

Central Lawn
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Lung Tsun Design
Competition

® In an overwhelming response, more than 130 entries were
received for the "Design Ideas Competition for Preservation
Corridor for Lung Tsun Stone Bridge Remnants”, organised

by the CEDD in collaboration with the Development Bureau’s
Energizing Kowloon East Office, the Architectural Services
Department, the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, the
Planning Department, the Hong Kong Institute of Architects,
the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers, the Hong Kong
Institute of Landscape Architects, the Hong Kong Institute of
Planners, the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors, and the Hong |
Kong Institute of Urban Design. ‘

The competition, divided into two categories: the Professional
Group and the Open Group, aims to collect innovation
concepts for the preservation corridor that respected the
historical value of the bridge and featured contemporary
architectural elements, while integrating the corridor with
adjacent developments and linking it with the hinterland of
Kowloon City in order to create a suitable space, ambience and
environment to preserve and appreciate the remnants of the
historic Lung Tsun Stone Bridge, where it is unearthed.

The results will be announced at a prize award ceremony in
early 2014. The first prize winner of Professional Group will
receive HK$400,000, with HK$150,000 and HK$100,000
for the first and second runners-up; while the top prize for
Open Group will be HK$80,000 and the first and second
runners-up will get HK$30,000 and HK$20,000 respectively.
The winning design will be the important reference for the
future detailed design. O

7
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Search for “Kai Tak Fantasy” Ide

Announced by the Chief Executive in his 2013 Policy Address,
Kai Tak Fantasy (KTF) will be a recreational landmark that spans the
former airport runway tip in Kai Tak Development, the Kwun Tong
Ferry Pier Action Area, and the enclosed water body between
Kai Tak Runway Tip and Kwun Tong Ferry Pier Action Area, to
become a tourism and entertainment destination for public enjoyment,

as well as to facilitate the transformation of Kowloon East to sustain
Hong Kong’s long-term economic growth.

RTHRRIRERE] TOREEED, BBAER

MBI IE S [ RIRRUE | R B R RS
BIPREL R, FEUAKER RIS S AR ME
B, YHB AR EREHRET.

HIEERIELL T A
http://kaitakfantasy.hk/tc/home.php

BREHERARGEN

To make sure KTF reaches its full potential, the Energizing Kowloon
East Office is now organising the “Kai Tak Fantasy” — International
Ideas Competition on Urban Planning and Design to look for
creative thoughts and design excellence and to encourage

public participation in the design of the facilities.

More details can be found at the following website:

http://kaitakfantasy.hk/en/home.php

What are the technical details, such as speed
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and capacity, of the elevated monorail system?

The maximum speed of the monorail is 80km/h,
R s leading to a total travel time of 20 minutes from
ERERNRSHEES N MTR Kwun Tong Station to Kowloon Bay Station
via 10 intermediate stations. The two-car train
has a capacity of 250 passengers. It can climb a
maximum 6 % gradient and has a minimum
turning radius of 46m.
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Look out for the

next issue

We will introduce in details the
“Design Ideas Competition for

AEVE @

Frequently Asked
Questions

Preservation Corridor for Lung Tsun
Stone Bridge Remnants”, announce
the results, as well as to share with
readers the innovative design
concepts of the winners.
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CEDD Civil Engineering and Development Department
The Government of the Hong Kong Special

M Administrative Region
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For further information, please contact the Kai Tak Office.
Address: 7/F, Empire Centre, 68 Mody Road,

Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong

[B5EPEZE SDEV’s Blog

www.devb.gov.hk/tc/home/blog/index.html

E 2% R 5 Development Bureau E5E Tel
» . fEH Fax
S0 B I e-mail  ktd@cedd.gov.hk

www.ktd.gov.hk

www.facebook.com/DevelopmentBureau
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(852) 2369 4980




