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. King Yip Street

: requirement.

. Choice between Hoi Yuen Road or

When EFLS lands in Kwun Tong, a choice

. needs to be made between two alternative

: routes following either Hoi Yuen Road or

: King Yip Street. The Hoi Yuen Road option

. has the advantage of finishing closer to the
- MTR Kwun Tong Station and thus providing
. amore direct and convenient link. However,
* to accommodate EFLS, one traffic lane of

- the 3-lane carriageway of Hoi Yuen Road

- would need to be closed and some existing

- bus routes would be diverted to other roads.
: Some existing canopies would also need

© to be demolished to meet fire-fighting

. Choosing King Yip Street would mean

: running EFLS along the edge of the Kwun

. Tong Nullah, where there is more space and
. little impact on traffic. This option, with

. less visual impact, increase the walking

. distance to the MTR Kwun Tong Station by
. approximately 250m, though.

N
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Environmentally Friendly Linkage System

Set to Energize Kowloon

® Having been a driving

force of Hong Kong’s modern

industrial development,
Kowloon East — an area
encompassing the former
airport, Kwun Tong and
Kowloon Bay — is once again

emerging s a new economic -

powerhouse with the
launch of the government’s
‘Energizing Kowloon East’
initiative.

Energizing Kowloon East
This vision, with the Kai Tak
Development (KTD) at its
heart, sees the whole area
of Kowloon East evolving
into an alternative Central
Business District (CBD).

The new CBD will provide
much needed office space

#AaL

EAAL
Wong Tai Sin

Kwun Tong

Transportation Link

to support Hong Kong’s
position as an international
financial, trade and shipping
centre and Hong Kong’s
development into an
offshore Renminbi business
centre and international
asset management centre
—one of the key goals of
the National 12th Five-Year
Plan.

In energizing Kowloon East,

- the focus will fall on four

important development
concepts: ‘Branding’ to
create awareness that a
new premier office district
is emerging; ‘Diversity’ to
feature a multi-faceted
area with al fresco dining,
a vibrant waterfront,

Diamond Hill

East

BRE
Hoi Yuen Road

King Yip Street

water-based activities,
entertainment and more;
‘Design’ to embrace
green living and enticing
public open spaces; and
‘Connectivity’ both within
and beyond Kowloon East
into the territory to fully
integrate the whole area
through an Environmentally
Friendly Linkage System
(EFLS).

. An Inspiring Green

Connection

One of the most exciting
elements of the plan is the
new EFLS, a green transport
system, that will run all

the way through KTD and
deep into Kwun Tong and
Kowloon Bay, connecting

RAEBERE + BTHNER
Existing MTR Line +
Extension Under Construction

REPHPAERIRG
Shatin to Central Link Under Planning

RERRE

Kai Tak Development Area

BREZZSER
EFLS Alignment

BREZZSERER
EFLS Alternative Alignment

RREERRREL
EFLS Station

BESERREERARNRER
MTR Station Interchange with EFLS

RREZEARER
EFLS Depot

new and old districts,
opening up access, and
linking with major transport
infrastructure, including the
current Mass Transit Railway
(MTR) Kwun Tong Line

and the planned Shatin to
Central Link (SCL) for easy
interchanges.

The proposed EFLS has long
been seen as an important
element in KTD, fulfilling
public aspirations gauged
from extensive public
engagement exercises that
formulated the land use
plan. A land reserve was
made in the Kai Tak Outline
Zoning Plan approved

by the Chief Executive in
Council in 2007 for the
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possible provision of a
rail-based EFLS. A project
feasibility study on EFLS
was commissioned by

the Civil Engineering and
Development Department
in late 2009, which studied
the preliminary engineering
feasibility of network
alignments, analysed the
impacts on traffic and
environment, the land
requirement, operational
viability, the financial
implications and potential
returns, and other green
road-based options.

A monorail system emerged
as the preferred long term
solution.

Elevated Expectations
for EFLS

The proposed elevated
rail-based EFLS will run for
about 9km in a single line
with 12 stations. The route
will pass through all the
major tourism hotspots

in KTD to create a unique
landmark in Hong Kong
with high tourism appeal.
Each end of the route will
link with the existing MTR
stations at Kowloon Bay and
Kwun Tong respectively,
with an intermediate
station situated at the Kai
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- Tak Station Square, where
- passengers can interchange
- with the planned SCL.

. EFLS System

- In the process of choosing
. an elevated monorail

. system, other types of rail
systems were explored. The
:main contender was a two-
. car rubber-tired Automatic
People Mover (APM) that

: was more flexible with a

+ smaller turning radius and
- thus can manoeuvre more
. easily in the congested

. hinterland around Kai Tak,
and, importantly, can also
- easily accommodate track
. sharing. On the downside,

- this system requires a

. bulky visually-intrusive slab
: structure to mount the

. guideway.

. The monorail, on the other
hand, with two-car trains as
. well, can be mounted on a

. much sleeker raised beam-

. girder guideway that looks
: modern and appealing.

: In addition, with a single

: line in each direction

. proposed, the issues of track
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- sharing and manoeuvrability :
. are eliminated, making the
. monorail a better option.

: Significant Cost

: Another vital factor in

. the ultimate adoption of

. EFLS is the cost versus the

. benefits that the system will
- deliver. In 2010 prices, the

- capital cost of the system

. as awhole, incorporating

E infrastructure, stations,

. electrical and mechanical

* works for the railway,

- the trains, the depot and

- KTTL, is estimated at

- HK$12billion. Anticipated

. revenues are unlikely to

: meet the capital cost as well
- as the regular operating and
: maintenance expenses.

: Substantial Benefits

. It is not easy to quantify

. all the economic returns

¢ from EFLS since it is more

- than an efficient transport

. system connecting KTD,

- Kowloon Bay and Kwun

: Tong. It is a vital component
. in “Energizing Kowloon

East”. This catalytic effect

- will inject vibrancy into

- the old neighbouring

. districts, encourage

. private development

: and redevelopment, and

. enhance connectivity within
: and beyond Kowloon East

© that must be in place for

- new CBD to grow.

. With proper
implementation, EFLS

: will become another

- significant tourist attraction
- of Hong Kong, pulling in

. large numbers of visitors,

- which will help support

. diverse local businesses.

. It will also be a potent

. symbol of the forward-

: thinking vision and drive for
- modernity in the district.

. Furthermore, in keeping

- with the green character

: of KTD, a transport system
: with no roadside emissions
:and much less energy

. consumption than diesel

. buses will protect the
:environment and improve
. air quality.
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Road-based Green Public
Transport

Several infrastructure
projects within KTD, for
example, SCL Kai Tak
Station and the landscaped
deck along the former
runway, need to be
completed before handing
over the sites for the
construction of EFLS. It is
tentatively envisaged that
EFLS will be commissioned
before 2023. In the
meantime, an alternative
road-based system with

the best possible green
credentials needs to be
introduced from 2013, when
the population and demand
for transport in KTD will start
to grow. This system will
probably rely on the latest
green transport vehicles
already in use in Hong
Kong, including ultra-low-
sulphur diesel buses (Euro

V Standard) and liquefied
petroleum gas mini-buses
as a start and, with other
approved forms of new
technology in a latter stage.
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: Impact on Kwun Tong Typhoon Shelter

. One of the more scenic and ambitious sections of this

. green transport network will be the EFLS cum pedestrian
. bridge, known as Kwun Tong Transportation Link (KTTL),

: running from the tip of the former runway across the

- Kwun Tong Typhoon Shelter. This bridge, with a vertical

. clearance of about 21m from the sea surface, will

. provide a more direct connection between Kai Tak and

- Kwun Tong. However, its height limit means there will

. be access restrictions for some of the high-mast vessels

- currently using the typhoon shelter. Therefore, further

. consultation with the affected working vessel community
- will be conducted to identify alternative arrangements for
. sheltering vessels before taking forward KTTL.

B8 #45 Kwun Tong Transportation Link

. It should be noted that to continue providing barrier free
passage to the Kwun Tong Typhoon Shelter, KTTL would

. have to be elevated about 40 to 50m with a long swirl

. approach ramp. This would encroach on a potential major
. redevelopment site under the ‘Energizing Kowloon East’

. initiative and thus limit its redevelopment potential. This

: huge structure would not only be visually intrusive and

- pedestrian unfriendly, but would also impose technical

: constraints on the monorail operation.

~
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Though battery-electric,
super capacitor and hybrid
buses are yet to be proven in
Hong Kong, the government
has planned to subsidize the
franchised bus companies
to purchase these new
types of bus to test their
suitability for use on local
roads. The choice for Kai Tak
will depend on the success
of these trial runs. Once the
rail-based EFLS comes into
operation, the road-based
services will be rationalized
to provide reasonable
alternatives for the public.

EFLSEZE E 2k
gt

EFLS connecting
all major toursim
spots

LA

F

- Road-based green vehicles
. do offer the advantages of
- lower capital cost, running

. costs and higher flexibility

: for route planning, but add
. pressure to the road network
. already with busy traffic.

. They are also inferior to the
: rail-based EFLS in terms of
- carrying capacity, tourism

: appeal, convenience,
reliability, safe intra-district
: connectivity, synergies with
: other developments and

: the ability to enhance the

. visionary image of Kowloon
- East CBD. We will seek for

. public’s views on whether a
- road-based green transport
: mode should be adopted

- in place of EFLS in the long
. term.O
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Consulting the Public

Of course, now that the various transport options have
been proposed, it is time to get more views from the
people of Hong Kong. A two-stage public consultation
is planned to reach a consensus reflecting the
majority of public views on the way forward for EFLS.
The first stage, running from the first to the third
quarter of 2012, will consist of public engagement
workshops and consultations with relevant District
Councils, the Task Force on Kai Tak Harbourfront
Development, the Panel on Development of the
Legislative Council, local vessel associations and
concern groups. The second stage planned to be held
at the end of 2012 will analyse the views collected
from the first stage and seek to build a consensus.

Have Your Say
We treasure all your valuable views and opinions.
More information about EFLS, detailed public
consultation event schedule and questionnaires for
collecting public views will be available soon in the
upcoming EFLS webpage, tentatively in April 2012
which is linked through our website, www.ktd.gov.hk.
Please visit and check the details later.
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NEHEZREZE2HRUE
Members of Kowloon City District Council visiting Kai Tak

: District Council Members Pay Their Visit
: to Kai Tak

: W The Kai Tak Office is always keen to keep local people informed

SERE
Members of Wong
Tai Sin District
Council visiting
Kai Tak

EETEH
B9 CNIN I 37
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interviewed the
ex-Head of Kai
Tak Office
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MARERERE ;
: focus of the globe. Recently a team from CNN International
- filmed KTD as an episode of their monthly series — “Future

: - Cities” of February 2012. This series gives viewers an inside
CNN International ; . ,
- look on how cities adapt to tomorrow’s urban challenges.

. Inthe programme, ex-Head of Kai Tak Office was interviewed
: by Richard Quest, one of the most recognized and respected

. anchors of CNN.

C FERENERES
. BEEEEEHM

. Interview of

. new Head of Kai Tak
* Office by i-CABLE

- about the progress of KTD. In this connection, with the conclusion

. of the recent district council election, members from three District
Councils — Kowloon City, Wong Tai Sin and Kwun Tong were
invited to site visits to KTD. It was a valuable opportunity to
introduce some of the newly elected members to this impressive

mega-development project
for the first time. I

BREEZSZE2HRMIE
Members of Kwun Tong
District Council visiting Kai Tak

Kai Tak in the News

m As the development starts to take shape, Kai Tak becomes a

. New Head of Kai Tak Office also took part in an interview

© with i-CABLE to talk about the latest progress and the future
- development at KTD, as well as the important role that it has
- to play in the “Energizing Kowloon East” initiative. CI
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It is mentioned that EFLS will have catalytic effect on
revitalizing Kowloon East. Are there any other overseas
examples that use EFLS to revitalize old areas?

The Odaiba Waterfront City, also called “Rainbow Town” in
Tokyo, is a good example. The area was once an old city in
1990s. It has been successfully transformed into a new
shopping and entertainment district with distinct city image
and identity, attracting lots of tourists and local visitors. The
success of this project, in particular, is due to the Yurikamome,
a rail-based EFLS that facilitates convenient and comfortable
access to the area from downtown Tokyo stimulating the
transformation of the city.

BREEDIENIDANFYRERSI? B—FEAR
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What will be the train frequency of the proposed
monorail and its average speed? What is the passenger
capacity for each train? How long will it take for a ride of
the whole journey?

The proposed monorail is a fully automated driverless system,
which could operate with a 2-minute headway. The monorail,
in the form of 2-car train has a capacity of about 250

passengers. Travelling at an average speed of about 40km/hr,
a ride of the whole journey would take about 20 minutes.

1

Frequently
Asked
Questions

RMER2012FE—=, pitE#TE
THAME = HERRETRE, URRE
PARNEIREZAEENESRS.,

Consultations with relevant District
Councils on the stages 3 and 4
infrastructure works in North Apron,
and the Kai Tak Nullah modification
works have commenced in the first
quarter of 2012.

THREAE

EMENGRERRTASRBINNEE
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Look out for the
next issue

We will talk about the temporary office
of the Kowloon East Development
Office which is a temporary structure
attaining BEAM PLUS Platinum grade.

BMEBOTREEENER, < (BE
FER)NARELE, BERS|, F
ZEREMZE ktd@cedd.gov.hk .

We appreciate hearing your valuable
comments to enhance the contents of
this publication. Please email them to
ktd@cedd.gov.hk.
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For further information, please contact the Kai Tak Office. Address: 7/F, Empire Centre, 68 Mody Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong

EE Tel: (852) 3106 3432 {HE :Fax (852) 2369 4980 EEB e-mail : ktd@cedd.gov.hk

www.ktd.gov.hk




